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Wauchope High School Leaders 2018 

Calendar of events 

Tuesday 7th August 4-6pm School Hall Parent Teacher Interviews 

Tuesday 7th August 6-7pm School Library Year 11 2019  Information Night 

Tuesday 14th August 5-6pm School Library Year 9 2019 Information Night 

Tuesday 21st Aug 6pm Wauchope RSL  P & C Meeting 

Students in Years 7 – 10 were issued with their Semester 1 report today. I would like to congratulate all 

those students that have worked hard through the semester and achieved results that reflect that focus 

and perseverance.  To those that have achieved results below expectation, the important thing is to use 

the information provided by teachers and the opportunities that exist during the remainder of the year to 

demonstrate your true and full potential. 

For all parents, I would like to extend an invitation to attend our Parent/Teacher Night next Tuesday 7th 

August from 4 – 6 pm. This is a great opportunity for you to meet with your child’s teachers and to identify 

what support we can provide in partnership with you to ensure they maximise their potential. I look 

forward to seeing you at this event. Booking are now open online or call the school and staff will assist 

you to make your interview bookings. 

We have now begun our planning for 2019 and a critical part of that work is identifying those current Year 

10 students who will be undertaking their HSC in 2019-20. To support our students, your child, we will be 

holding a Year 10 into Year 11 information evening on the 7th August in the Library – straight after 

Parent/Teacher interviews. At this event, we will answer questions about courses of study and options 

available to Year 11 in 2019 and assist you and your child in making the best decisions in relation to their 

future pattern of study.  

Congratulations to all those students that represented the school in the 2018 Cumberland Interschool 

visit. Not only did you bring home the shield you also represented the school with dignity and pride. I have 

received numerous reports that have praised the way our students conducted themselves while away. 

Congratulations and well done! A special thank you to Mr Hancock for all his organisation, time and effort. 

I would like to wish Year 12 well in the coming weeks as they start their trial HSC examinations. This will 

be their last chance to practice what will happen in the HSC during October and November this year. It is 

also their last chance to demonstrate, in a test situation, what they have learnt during the past 12 months. 

As in past years, students will sit their Trial HSC Exams at the Wauchope RSL Club. A number of 

students are also busily putting the final touches on major works in a range of subjects including 

Technics, Visual Arts, Music and Drama.  

Glen Sawle Principal 



Can you help? We would like to 

form a committee to make this an 

event to remember. If you are an ex 

student or know an ex student who 

could spare some time to help 

organise this event please contact 

Ann Cox at Wauchope High School 

email..ann.cox@det.nsw.edu.au 

In 2019 Wauchope High School is turning 60, it’s time to celebrate! 



But wait….there’s more!!! 

Tuesday 14th August 5-6pm in the School Library an information session 

for parents of year 8 students. 

This session will cover the courses available for Stage 5 , Years 9 & 10 

Can you see 

anyone you 

know? 



Cumberland Interschool Visit Wrap Up 

The Wauchope High team travelled to Sydney last week to contest the 

43
rd

 Cumberland visit for the right to hold the Parsons Memorial 

Shield. After three excellent days of competition, Wauchope were 

once again successful in their quest, retaining the shield with a 

resounding 36-18 victory over their city counterparts. 

This year’s visit saw a number of firsts, as the competition continues to 

evolve in its format. Cumberland are no longer able to field teams in 

either Junior or Senior Rugby League, and they no longer hold School 

Socials, so a number of changes were implemented to fill the void. A 

night of Futsal (indoor Soccer) replaced the Social and was an 

overwhelming success, as the fast-paced action across the four 

games kept the players and the crowd on the edge of their seats 

throughout the evening. A game of Open Boys Netball became the 

final match of the visit and this also kept the crowd highly entertained, 

as the two teams were very competitive and produced a great 

spectacle. This was also the smallest team that Wauchope has ever 

fielded with 79 students making the trip, 47 girls and only 32 boys. 

On the first day of competition, Wauchope got away to the perfect 

start, dominating the Open Girls and Boys Touch games 17-0 and 

13-2 respectively. Wauchope also secured wins in the Mock Trial 

226-218 and Junior Girls Netball 36-18. This took the two teams 

into the night events, where Wauchope also dominated the Boys 

and Girls Volleyball two sets to one in each match. Cumberland 

are traditionally strong at Basketball and managed to win the 

Junior Boys game 41-22, Junior Girls 14-7 and Open Girls 11-10 

in a nail-biter. However, Wauchope staged a coup in taking the 

much coveted Open Boys game 32-18. This was the first time in 

five years that Wauchope has won this particular game, which 

made the victory even sweeter, and at the end of Day One the 

overall score was 14-6 in favour of Wauchope. 

A glorious sunny day greeted competitors on Day Two of 

competition, with Cumberland opening their account early 

due to a thrilling 1-0 win in the Open Girls Hockey and a 

comprehensive 6-0 victory in the Junior Boys Soccer. 

However, Wauchope stormed back with a terrific team 

effort in the Boys and Girls Athletics, winning both of them 

263-202 and 276-177. The Open Girls Soccer team 

struggled to find the back of the net, but were never really 

challenged in a 2-0 victory, while the Open Boys nearly 

pulled off a stunning victory against their more fancied 

rivals. A Reece Anderson strike in the fifth minute put 

Wauchope ahead for the majority of the game, but 

Cumberland managed an equaliser with only three minutes 

remaining. The Open Girls Netball team produced a 

beautiful team effort and an attractive brand of Netball to 

continue their winning streak against Cumberland in a 47-23 demolition. 

The Futsal night, as described earlier, was played out at a frantic pace. The Junior Girls began proceedings with a 

4-2 victory, but the Junior Boys were outclassed by their skilful opponents to go down 7-3. The Wauchope Open 

Girls, with a wealth of experience, were expected to completely dominate their game, but this turned out to be the 

match of the evening. An outstanding keeping performance by the Cumberland goalie kept the score at 1-all going 

Winners are Grinners 



into the final minute. With seconds remaining, Rhianna 

Thompson found herself in space and took the ball 

towards the goal, looking for the final shot. One of the 

Cumberland defenders attempted to tackle her and clear 

the ball, but instead booted the ball past her own keeper 

for an own goal, which handed Wauchope an incredible    

2-1 win with two seconds to go. The reaction of both 

crowds was sheer pandemonium; heartbreak for a valiant 

Cumberland, delight and relief for the favourites 

Wauchope.  

The final game of the night was the Open Boys and this 

was another cliffhanger, with Wauchope staging an 

amazing comeback to salvage a 3-all draw after trailing    

3-1 going into the final third, thanks to the efforts of 

Andrew Thomas in attack and Tylee Donovan in defence. The draw was an important result, as it took the overall 

score to 28-14 at the end of Day Two, meaning that Wauchope had already clinched the shield. 

Day Three began with the Junior Girls Touch team playing superbly to score a 

6-0 win and then the Junior Boys Touch played one of the best games of the 

visit against an evenly-matched Cumberland side. It was some amazing last-

ditch defence from Kade McKenna, Wayde Coombes  

and Jemel Blair that allowed Wauchope to escape 

with a narrow 5-4 victory. The Wauchope Open Girls 

Tennis team also secured a 4-2 win, but Cumberland 

won the Open Boys 4-1, and then they were also 

victorious in the Open Girls Softball 4-2. 

This left the final match to be the Open Boys Netball, 

which appeared to be going the way of Cumberland, 

as they led by as many as seven goals in the middle of the game. However, the Wauchope 

team refused to give up, and managed to eventually take the game 25-11, on the back of 

great defence from Owen McKittrick and attack by Josh 

Jones and Reece Anderson. 

The final winning margin was 36-18, which gave Captains 

Owen McKittrick and Monique Copelin the opportunity to 

hold the Parsons Shield aloft for the fourth consecutive year, 

finally breaking the parallel that has existed between this 

competition and the State of Origin series over the past 13 

years. The Most Valuable Team Members for Wauchope 

were Tylee Donovan and Charlotte Wilton, with Peter Lee 

and Ljubica Momcilovic, who was in thirteen teams, the best 

for Cumberland. 

The two schools would like to thank the Parsons family for their ongoing support of this event, 

and the Wauchope students 

would like to thank the 

Cumberland families for their 

amazing hospitality in billeting 

them for two nights. Some great 

friendships were again forged, 

and new rivalries sparked, which 

is of course what makes this visit 

such an important part of the 

school and town’s psyche, and 

the reason we hope for it to 

continue for many years to come.   

     



Sixteen students recently attended the University of Newcastle 

‘Schools Visit Day.’ Students were able to immerse themselves in 

the university life by attending lectures and going on campus tours. 

Prior to the day students logged onto the University website and 

were able to tailor their day with lectures and tours that best suited 

their interest and future pathways. The day enabled the students to 

learn about opportunities, accommodation, pathways, and courses 

available through the University of Newcastle. Students were also 

able to navigate their own way around the campus. 

I would like to thank the students for taking the opportunity to 

attend the university, they gained in so many ways.  

Mark O’Brien (Relieving Careers Adviser) 

  NeW Space is a $95 million landmark education precinct in the 

heart of Newcastle's CBD, harnessing the latest in technology and 

innovation in teaching and learning to deliver a world-class stu-

dent experience. The faculty areas in this precinct are Law, Busi-

ness, Commerce, Creative Arts and Entrepreneurship. 

 

 

University of Newcastle Year 12 Subject Spotlight Early Offer Program 

“We believe that your ATAR doesn’t define who you are – it is your unique passions, abilities and ambi-

tions that matter. Our Year 12 Subject Spotlight program rewards you with an early offer for your hard 

work and strong results in individual subjects related to your degree. So, you can take some of the stress 

out of your final school exams, knowing your ATAR isn’t all that matters. There is no separate application 

for the program – simply apply through UAC to qualify. “ 

 

https://www.uac.edu.au/assets/documents/srs/Schools-Recommendation-Schemes-2018-19.pdf


Careers Work Experience 

During Term 2, week 9, a number of Year 10 students participated in a week of work experience. 

I was very proud of the hard work and commitment shown by our students during their work experience 

and it was pleasing to hear the excellent compliments from the employers. I would like to thank the various 

employers and businesses who supported our students with this valuable program; 

 

Taronga Zoo, C S Mechanical Repairs and Services, Wauchope Library, Wauchope Travel, Wauchope Mo-

tors, Jenisha Hair Design, JM Glass & Son Solicitors, Port Macquarie Base Hospital, Urban Grain Bakery 

Port Macquarie, NSW Police Force Prosecutions, One Off Makery Pappinbarra, Illume Naturopathic Wau-

chope, Beechwood Public School, Expressway Spares.  
 

Year 10 students please note that there will be another opportunity for work experience in Term 4. For stu-

dents to have the opportunity to participate in work experience school attendance and the completion of all 

school tasks is a requirement. Students will be responsible for organising their own placement and to follow 

the procedures outlined by the Careers Adviser to ensure that the school, the employer and the students 

themselves are covered by the NSW DET Insurance Indemnity. 

Mark O’Brien (Relieving Careers Adviser) 

 

This week a film crew came to the Treehouse to make a promotional video showcasing our 

social worker at work in her natural habitat! 

 

Anna graduated from Charles Sturt 

University and has been with us since 

2016.  The university have recognised 

the great work Anna is doing and have 

featured the Treehouse in a promotional 

video for students at the university and 

school leavers. 



University of Technology (UTS)-Indigenous Holiday Program  

I was one of thirty Indigenous students chosen out 

of sixty applicants in Australia to participate in the 

University of Technology Sydney Jumbunna 

Boarding Program during the July holidays. I was 

also one of only two students in the whole Mid 

North Coast. 

During the program I was given a taste of university 

life, staying at the university accommodation and 

attending lectures at the main campus. 

The program focused on Engineering and 

Information Technology. The students were given a 

number of tasks during the week, from creating a 

prosthetic arm in biomedical engineering, building 

our own gear box for an F1 car in mechanical engineering, to designing a game and programming a 

motherboard in coding. 

Students were also given professional advice from companies 

such as TransGrid, Lendlease and Westpac. 

Above all, the students and I had a chance to learn and 

discover what opportunities await us if we decide to further 

our education into university. Engineering is now one  option 

for a future career direction. 

 

 

Tahlia De La Mare Year 10 

 

The countdown is on for 
these 10 students who 
will be travelling to the 
USA in early January 
for 20 days. 

They will be visiting 

places such as Los 

Angeles, San Francisco 

and staying with a host 

family in San Diego for 10 days. We are all excited and looking forward to, not only the trip itself, 

or meeting other group members from around Australia but developing life-long friendships with 

our American host families. 

Mr Ray Grimson (HT Mathematics) 



New South Wales Combined High Schools Knockout Finals 2018 

Wauchope High Schools Open Girls Volleyball team 

attended the State Knock out Volleyball Finals at 

Netball Central Homebush on Wednesday 25th and 

Thursday 26th July 2018. The top 16 teams in the state 

schools system battled it out for the ultimate title of top 

Volleyball school in NSW. The Wauchope team started 

the tournament with an outstanding win over 

Warrawong High School from Wollongong. The girls 

played excellent Volleyball to win in 3 straight sets and 

set up a quarter final game against Riverside Girls 

High School sporting 3 players in the current 

Combined High Schools State team. This was a hotly 

contested game with 4 extremely close sets before 

Wauchope eventually lost to Riverside, one of the hot 

favourites for the title. This put the girls in a game 

against Ryde Senior College, another hotly contested 

game that that unfortunately Wauchope was not able 

to win. Their final game saw them finish the 

championships in 8th position in the state, an amazing 

effort against city schools that play competition 

Volleyball weekly and a credit to a small country High 

School that pushed their more fancied rivals with outstanding skills and execution.  

The Team 

Back row- Isabel Ryan, Monique Copelin, Piper Thompson, Kayla Turner 

Front row- Madi Boxhall (C), Lani Swinnerton, Molly Styles. 

Congratulations 
to the recipients 
of faculty awards 
this week from 
the students of 
the Special Unit 
and  those who 

have 
demonstrated 

Care and 
Respect. 

Congratulations 

Brayden 

Who recently 

competed  in the 

State Cross Country 

and came 8th for 

his AWD group. 

The Wauchope High School Under 16s Rugby League 

team competed in the annual Harry Wells Gala Day on 

Tuesday. Unfortunately we were only able to field 12 players 

and this set us back right from the start. 3 narrow losses 

across the day meant we were out of contention for the 

shield, however all the players who made the effort to be 

there and represent the school can be proud of how they 

conducted themselves. It was an awesome effort from you 

all in difficult circumstances. 




