
Year 9 NAPLAN and the HSC Minimum Literacy and Numeracy Standard 
Recently the Minister for Education announced new HSC Minimum Literacy and 
Numeracy Standards for all students in NSW. These changes require that from 2020, 
Year 12 students, therefore students in Year 9, 2017 and beyond, must reach a 
minimum standard of literacy and numeracy for the award of the HSC credential.  
 

The standard is set at a practical level, mapped against the Australian Core Skills 
Framework Level 3 - a nationally agreed standard of functional literacy and numeracy.  
Sample questions in reading and numeracy, and examples of writing prompts are 
available here  https://hscliteracynumeracy.nesa.nsw.edu.au/. 
 

From this year onwards our students may prequalify for this minimum standard by 
achieving Band 8 or above in their Year 9 NAPLAN reading, writing and numeracy 
tests. It is important to understand that the NSW Educational Standards Authority 
(NESA) does not expect that all students will achieve Band 8 or above in their Year 9 
NAPLAN tests.  
 

Those students that do not achieve this standard in Year 9 will have multiple 
opportunities to achieve the standard through online tests. These online tests will be 
available for students to sit, if required, at least twice a year in Years 10, 11 and 12. 
NESA does expect the vast majority of students to meet the HSC minimum standard 
by the time they complete Year 12. 
 

Students that are able to demonstrate this standard in Year 9 will prequalify for this 
component of the HSC when they reach Year 12. Students will not be excluded from 
the HSC on the basis of their results in Year 9 NAPLAN or subsequent online tests. 
 

It is important that we encourage all of our students to give their best effort in 
attempting this year’s NAPLAN tests as it enables Year 9 to prequalify for the HSC 
and it allows us to identify the best forms of support to provide for our Year 7 and Year 
9 students into the future. I ask for your support and encouragement for your child in 
working towards this important goal. 
 

I will be providing our educational community with further information about this work 
in coming weeks. 
 

Glen Sawle 
Principal 

Term 1 Week  9 

24th March, 2017 

Calendar of events 

Year 12 Half Yearly Exams Monday 2th March to Wednesday 5th April 

Sydney Royal Easter Show Excursion Thursday 6th April 

Anzac Day Service Friday 7th April 9am COLA 

School Resumes Wednesday 26th April 

Cross Country Friday 28th April 1:45pm 

Excellence Assembly Thursday 4th May 2pm 

NAPLAN Tuesday 9th to Thursday 11th May 

Email :wauchope-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au  
website: http://www.wauchope-h.schools.nsw.edu.au  
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Welcome to High School Night 

Mr Sawle and Mr Dixon,  Year 7 Advisor 2018 

Thank you to our helpers 

High Five from the Double J’s 
Mr Reid explaining the Data Loggers . 

Ms Jones explaining class structure and the curriculum 
Ms Sipkes  explaining the role of  the Treehouse 

On Thursday 16th March parents and carers of students 

in years 5, 6 and 7 were invited to the school to see first 

hand what the high school has to offer. There was a 

disco running for the junior students, and a sausage 

sizzle to keep the hunger at bay . Towards the end of the 

afternoon, at the parents' forum, Mr Sawle explained 

the future direction of Wauchope High School...your 

local high school. 



WHS Hospitality Café 

Our hospitality students tested their skills at a recent staff café . The students served 

customers, took orders, prepared food and beverages  and cleaned the kitchen after.  

This café is designed to give students experience and confidence,  they exceeded all 

expectations. 

Thank you Mrs James and the students who did an excellent job 



 

Josh Hughes recently took 

part in the World’s Greatest 

Shave  to raise money for the 

Leukaemia Foundation as the 

school assembly and his proud family looked on. 

Congratulations and thank you Josh for raising in excess of $500 

Year 11 and 12 Drama class go to the theatre 

On Thursday 16
th
 March Year 11 and 12 Elective Drama students travelled to Newcastle to see a 

production of ‘Neighbourhood Watch’. Here is what they had to say; 

“It was riveting” Tarnay……..“Neighbourhood Watch was emotional, funny and the acting was 
amazing” Georgia……….“The set was awesome and Jovanka’s singing was beautiful” Rose..      
“I cried and cried when Ana died” Kirra 

Thanks to Paul our driver and Mrs Jensen for being great! 

 



HSIE Excursion to Sydney 
On the 8th, 9th and 10th of March,  32 HSIE 

students from Year 11 undertook an excursion to 

Sydney under the supervision of Mrs McGufficke, 

Mr Houlahan and Mrs Munro. The purpose of the 

excursion was to take part in a variety of education 

activities such as fieldwork on urban growth and 

decline, Twitter for a business case study, the 

Supreme Court of NSW, a seminar from the Federal 

police, the State and Mitchell Library, The Sydney 

Jewish Museum and the Nicholson Museum.                      

All educational activities undertaken during this 

excursion support and consolidate the learning that 

occurs in the classroom over the next 18 months. 

Despite the busy itinerary, Wauchope High students 

displayed exemplary behaviour and were great 

ambassadors for the school and themselves.  

 

 

The Legal Studies students had an action packed two 

days on the excursion. Thursday necessitated an early 

start as the students started the day at the Supreme 

Court. Wayne Gleeson from the Institute of Law 

organised a number of activities which involved sitting 

in the murder trial of Ron Medich who has been 

charged with the murder of Michael McQurk, who was shot dead by a “hitman” in front of his 10 year old 

son. Medich was not the shooter but it has been alleged that he hired the shooter. Although a long 

technical argument took place regarding instructions to be given to the Jury took precedence, the 

students did get to see the defendant who looked like a smartly dressed grandfather. It is hard to 

reconcile the offence with the defendant. This case is still ongoing.  

Justice Bellow spoke to the students about what was happening 

in the case, both before and after, proceedings. Bellow spoke 

very eloquently to the students about this, and other famous 

cases including the Jamie Gao murder which he had 

adjudicated. Bellow rued the fact that he is better known for 

representing Wally Lewis before the NRL Judiciary then for 

prosecuting terrorists. Special thanks must go to Wayne Gleeson 

for looking after us in this court and for organising for Justice 

Bellow to talk to the students. Students also observed the civil 

case where Gordon Wood is suing the State for Malicious 

Prosecution for the wrongful conviction of murder for killing his 

then girlfriend, Caroline Byrne. The acid burner was placed to the 

belly of the chief witness from the original trial. This story has 

been of prime interest to Sydney residents for many years. This case is also ongoing. 

Circular Quay 

The Nicholson Museum 
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HSIE Excursion to Sydney (continued) 
 On Friday the students visited the New South Wales Federal Police Headquarters. This was a real 

highlight. A fascinating presentation on Human Trafficking, and Terrorism in Australia was followed by an 

animated discussion on these topics. We live in dark times and these issues should be a concern to us 

all.  

History students had to negotiate a crowded bus trip from Central to Sydney University. We arrived at 

the main entrance and students were amazed at the architecture and size of the University. We quickly 

made our way to the Nicholson Museum. Students were given a guided tour of the museum starting with 

the exhibition on Death Magic, looking at the beliefs of the ancient Egyptians. Students also stopped to 

look at exhibits from Athens, and Pompeii, including a lego model of the town. The tour ended with a 

look at the head of a ‘bunyip’.  Students also had the chance to handle objects from the museum’s 

collection which included weapons from Sparta.  

After more walking, more bus rides and more walking we arrived at the Sydney Jewish Museum. First 

students experienced a lecture on the rise of Nazism, followed by a talk from a Holocaust survivor on his 

story. His family managed to escape from Germany and spent time in the Shanghai Ghetto. In our last 

hour at the Museum our group was treated to a guided tour of the museum’s new exhibition. Students 

looked at many artefacts which showed the treatment of the Jewish People in Germany under the Nazi 

regime. 

On Friday, students headed to the State Library on 

Macquarie Street. Students had a tour of the library 

fortunately the architecture of the Mitchell Library did 

live up to expectations. We were fortunate enough to 

be shown the stacks of the library, an area normally 

reserved for employees only. Students received their 

library cards and were shown how to access the 

library’s digital journal collection, a valuable tool for 

all in their HSC subjects.  

Geography students 

showed great stamina and 

enthusiasm, as they 

navigated the ‘urban jungle’ 

on Thursday. This male 

dominated group walked 

around 8 kms as they 

explored the urban dynamics around Pyrmont, Barangaroo  and the CBD. 

Students gained valuable fieldwork experience and 

used specialist scientific equipment including digital 

climatic data loggers.   

On Friday, Business Studies students scaled to the 

39th floor of the Citigroup building to Twitter 

Australia’s Head office. Students were given an 

overview of this global technology company by 

Managing Director, Suzy Nicoletti, before a tour of the workplace. This flexible 

and dynamic work environment gave students an insight into the changing 

nature of business management, as well as some motivation for future 

employment. 

 

The State Library 

Data Loggers 



Library News 
Chess has been a very popular lunchtime activity in the library since the beginning of the year. With 

a number of keen players and a cool, dry place to 

play we have had a great interest in the game.  

 

 

 

 

 

From 

these players our school team was formed and on 

Wednesday 8
th
 March our team consisting of Jack , 

Texas , Mason and Ash took on St Joseph’s Regional 

College. The boys played very well with some very hard 

fought games against the opposition. Unfortunately the 

team went down but the boys showed great 

sportsmanship and they should be very proud of their efforts. The school team plays again on a date 

to be announced.  

For all students interested in playing chess at lunchtime the library is the place to be…everyone is 

welcome.  

Tamika Cordell competed 

in QLD State Lead Titles 

for rock climbing coming 

4th in her age group. 

Congratulations Tamika 

what a star!! 

 



Current Australian Women's Cricket Vice-

Captain ALEX BLACKWELL will hold a 

Meet n Greet with local junior cricketers at 

McDonalds Settlement City (Bay St) between 

4 and 4.30pm on Friday, March 31 in the 

Community Room. Everyone is welcome. 

 Alex will be the Special Guest at the Hastings Senior Cricket Awards 

that night. 

 
Parent Teacher Night 

Smiling teachers 

and happy parents, 

not to mention a 

fabulous afternoon 

tea and that’s how another successful parent 

teacher night looks, were you there?  

Mark the next one on your calendar  

Thursday July 27th 



Year 11 Mock Trial 

North Coast Basketball Trials 

 

The Year 11 Mock 

Trial team 

participated in the 

Practice Round of the 

Mock Trial 

Competition against 

St Columba High 

School last Friday in 

Port Macquarie. The 

team was made up of 

barristers Amy and 

Owen , solicitor Ash , 

witnesses Bailey and Brendan , and court officer Monique .  

The case involved the defendant, Bailey being charged with criminal damage after allegedly 

spraying a train station with graffiti. Of course, Bailey was a strong witness, presenting quite 

credible evidence in his defence. Brendan was also a capable witness being unfazed by the 

cross examination that he was subjected to. 

The barristers, Amy and Owen, put the acid burner on the opposing witnesses. Both were well 

prepared handling the proceedings in a manner that belied their years.  

NAPLAN Testing 

Have you ‘liked’ our Facebook page yet? 

Three Wauchope High students 

attended the North Coast Boys 

and Girls Basketball trials, 

which were held at Byron Bay 

on the 16
th
 of March. The team 

played against Far North Coast, 

Mid North Coast and Northern 

Rivers before the naming of the 

North Coast team. Jarod, Ben 

and Josh all played strongly at 

times during the day, with Ben 

being selected as a Shadow 

Reserve for the team. He is 

hoping for a call-up, so that he 

can attend the NSWCHS 

Carnival to be held at 

Wollongong next term.  
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WAUCHOPE HIGH SCHOOL 
Examination Rules, Procedures and Conduct 

 
To successfully complete examinations at Wauchope High School, students need to be aware of these rules, 
procedures and conduct rules: 

Seniors may not leave in the first 60 minutes OR last 30 minutes of any Examination. 
You should consult your own copy of the exam timetable to ensure that you attend all exams at the 

appropriate time and place ; 

 Students who arrive late must report to the teacher(s) on duty in the examination room as soon as possible. No 

 additional time will normally be given. A misadventure form may be completed at the conclusion of the 
 exam; 

 If you are absent from school on the day of an exam you must phone the Principal or Deputy Principal  on 

 that day and provide appropriate documentation on your first day back to school; 

 Be prepared to complete missed exams on your return to school; 

 Students who behave inappropriately may have marks deducted and/or be placed on detention. Parents will 

 be contacted; 

 Exam booklets or A4 sheets will be supplied for senior exams, when required. Blue and black pens must be 

 used. All necessary stationery must be in a clear plastic sleeve; 

 Students must provide their own calculator for courses that have this requirement; 

 Senior students are not required at school when they are not doing an exam; 

 Senior students should assemble 15 minutes prior to the advertised starting time of their exam; 

 Senior students must complete an Attendance Slip prior to commencing each Examination; 

 Full school uniform must be worn; 
Students are responsible for checking that all sections of their exam answers are handed to the 

supervising teacher at the conclusion of the exam. 

You Must: 

 Follow the day to day rules of the school; 

 Remove all essential exam equipment from your bag outside the hall; 

 Turn off mobile phones and other electronic items and leave them in your bag; 

 Place bag at the back of the examination room or as instructed by supervisors; 

 Follow the supervisors instructions at ALL times; 

 Sit at the desk allocated to you; 

 Behave in a polite and courteous manner during the exam; 

 Make a serious attempt to answering all questions in the examination; 

 Only use an approved calculator that is silent, battery or solar powered, has been switched off and had all   

 storage facilities cleared before entry into the exam; 

 Bring your materials in a clear plastic sleeve or in your hands. 

 At the conclusion of the exam place all loose sheets of writing paper together inside the exam paper. 

 Your name must be written on all pages. 

 All scrap paper or working sheets must have your name written on each page and placed inside your 

 exam paper. 
No paper is to leave the exam room and no paper is to be thrown in the bin. 

You Must Not: 

Speak or communicate to any other person other than the supervisors after entry into the exam; 
Eat in the exam room, unless you have a medical condition requiring food at frequent intervals, you may 

however bring a clear water bottle which contains water only; 
Behave in a way likely to disturb the work of others or upset the conduct of the exam; 
Take into the exam room any books, notes, dictionaries, electronic dictionaries or other equipment unless stated 

by your teacher. 







 

Wauchope High School Year 9 Camp 2017 

Expression of interest 

 

Dear Parent or Guardian, 

 

I would like to invite Expressions of Interest from students of Year 9 who would like to attend a camp at 

the Gold Coast. Date: Monday 18th- Friday 22nd September.  

Accommodation will be at QCCC Tamborine, where a range of adventure activities will be undertaken with 

the aim of building personal and social capabilities. The trip will also include a full day at one of the Gold 

Coast Theme Parks, shopping and a movie at Harbour Town, as well as other activities on the Gold 

Coast.  

The cost of the excursion will be approximately $510 (final amount to be confirmed) which can be paid in 

instalments. Most meals will be included in the cost, however students will need purchase their own food 

for at least two lunches and one dinner. In order to secure a place for your child on the excursion you 

need to complete the attached note and pay a deposit of $110 to the school office by no later than 9am 

on Friday 28th April. If not enough deposits are received by this date then the trip will not go ahead and 

any deposits already paid will be returned. Please note that the deposit is otherwise non-refundable.  

A full permission note detailing final cost and further details will be distributed at a later date.         

  

Miss Tahlia Stewart          Mr Glen Sawle 

Year 9 Advisor      Principal  

   

 

Deposit Slip – please detach and return to the front office with your deposit. 

 

I give permission for …………………………………………… to attend the Year 9 Camp at the Gold Coast. 
I understand that the $110 deposit must be paid to secure my child’s place on the excursion, and that this 
deposit is non-refundable.  

 

 

Signed …………………………………..    Date ………………………… 

     Parent / Caregiver     

 

Please print parent/caregiver name ……………………………………….. 



Sport Choices Term 2 2017 



 WAUCHOPE SOCCER CLUB 

 – 2017 Season –  

Registrations CLOSE soon.   

Our Club offers flexible payment 
arrangements for membership if 

required. All players receive playing 
socks and shorts with their 2017   

registration.  Please register online 
at  www.myfootballclub.com.au  For 

further information please call    
Bec 0409 401 926 

  

  

Port Macquarie Junior 

Rugby Union 

http://www.myfootballclub.com.au/



